
 
NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

Special Standards Committee 

 
THURSDAY, 7TH OCTOBER, 2010 at 19:00 HRS – CIVIC CENTRE, HIGH ROAD, WOOD 
GREEN, LONDON N22 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Christophides, Demirci, Reece, Stennett, Watson, Williams 

and Winskill 
 
 
INDEPENDENT  MEMBERS: Mr J. Darbyshire, Ms R. Hatch (Vice-Chair), Ms A. Loyd 

(Chair), Mr P. Skinner, Ms C. Sykes and 1 vacancy 
 
 
AGENDA 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE    
 
2. URGENT BUSINESS    
 
 The Chair will consider the admission of any late reports in relation to the items 

shown on the agenda.  
 
(Please note that under the Council’s Constitution – Part 4 Section B paragraph 17 – 
it being a special meeting no other business shall be considered). 
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3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST    
 
 A member with a personal interest in a matter who attends a meeting of the authority 

at which the matter is considered must disclose to that meeting the existence and 
nature of that interest at the commencement of that consideration, or when the 
interest becomes apparent.  
 
A member with a personal interest in a matter also has a prejudicial interest in that 
matter if the interest is one which a member of the public with knowledge of the 
relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely to prejudice the 
member's judgment of the public interest and if this interest affects their financial 
position or the financial position of a person or body as described in paragraph 8 of 
the Code of Conduct and/or if it relates to the determining of any approval, consent, 
licence, permission or registration in relation to them or any person or body described 
in paragraph 8 of the Code of Conduct. 
 

4. FUTURE OF STANDARDS REGIME  (PAGES 1 - 2)  
 
 Update from the Monitoring Officer. 

 
5. STANDARDS TRAINING 2010/11 - UPDATE    
 
 Verbal report of the Monitoring Officer 

 
6. UPDATE ON COMPLAINTS RECEIVED    
 
 Verbal report of the Monitoring Officer 

 
7. ADOPTION OF PROCEDURES FOR LOCAL DETERMINATION HEARINGS  

(PAGES 3 - 22)  
 
 Report of the Monitoring Officer to propose the formal adoption of pre-hearing 

procedure forms and Procedure Rules for conducting local determination hearings 
into allegations of breach of the Members’ Code of Conduct by the Standards 
Committee or a Hearing Panel. 
 

8. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS    
 
 The following item is likely to be subject of a motion to exclude the press and public 

from the meeting as it contains exempt information as defined in Section 100a of the 
Local Government Act 1972; namely information relating to any individual, and 
information which is likely to reveal the identity of an individual; and also in 
accordance with the Standards Committee (England) Regulations 2008 (regulation 5), 
and  Section 53 of the Local Government Act 2000. 
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9. CONSIDERATION OF THE OUTCOME OF AN INVESTIGATION RESULTING 
FROM THE DECISION OF THE STANDARDS ASSESSMENT SUB-COMMITTEE - 
STANDARDS COMPLAINT SC002/0910  (PAGES 23 - 378)  

 
 Report of the Head of Legal Services and Monitoring Officer - To advise the 

Committee of the outcome of an investigation in respect of a Standards 
Assessment Sub-Committee complaint referral : 
 
Standards Complaint SC002/0910 

 
 

 
 
Ken Pryor 
Deputy Head of Local Democracy & Member 
Services  
River Park House  
225 High Road  
Wood Green  
London N22 8HQ 
 

Clifford Hart 
Committee Manager 
London Borough of Haringey 
Tel: 020 8489 2920 
Fax: 020 8489 2660 
Email: clifford.hart@haringey.gov.uk 
 
Wednesday, 22 September 2010 
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Ministers axe Standards Board 

The Government is axing the Standards Board and has indicated corrupt councillors 

will now find themselves in court. 

Communities minister Andrew Stunell made the announcement at an NLGN event ahead of the Lib 

Dem annual party conference, saying the regime had ‘become a vehicle for malicious and frivolous 

complaints’. 

Councillors will now have to register personal interests in a public 

register and further powers will be bestowed upon the Local Government 

Ombudsman, which will ensure local authorities are legally bound to 

implement its findings.  

 

Mr Stunell said: ‘We will legislate to ensure that if a councillor is corrupt 

and abuses their office for personal gain they will be dealt with in the 

criminal courts. If a councillor behaves ineffectively or irresponsibly then 

it’s a matter for the electorate not an unelected quango. 

 

‘This Government is freeing councillors from central prescription and top 

down bureaucracy so they can get on with their job. In the future 

councillors must expect to be judged at the ballot box by an electorate 

with real access to their accounts and personal interests in a new 

transparent era.’ 

 

He added the Government would allow councils to decide whether they 

wish to have a mayor or leader, and cabinet or committee systems. 

 

‘For the last decade councils have been forced to implement a one-size 

fits all model of government. This government will let councils and 

communities decide how to organise themselves. We don’t presume to 

know more than local people about how their area should be run,’ he 

said. 
  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"This Government 

is freeing 

councillors from 

central prescription 

and top down 

bureaucracy so they 

can get on with 

their job. In the 

future councillors 

must expect to be 

judged at the ballot 

box by an electorate 

with real access to 

their accounts and 

personal interests in 

a new transparent 

era." 
 

Communities minister 

Andrew Stunell 
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Councillor misconduct to be a criminal 

offence 

  

By Jaimie Kaffash 

20 September 2010 

Serious misconduct by councillors will become a criminal office, 

communities minister Andrew Stunell announced today. 

Stunell said that Standards for England, the councillor watchdog, had ‘become a 

vehicle for malicious and frivolous complaints’. The government announced in May 

that the quango would be axed. It dealt with 6,000 complaints since its May 2008 

relaunch, but half of these were judged not worthy of further action. 

The government will legislate to make serious misconduct by councillors an offence 

that will be tried in court. It has also promised to give the Local Government 

Ombudsman ‘real teeth’. Local authorities will be legally obliged to implement the 

findings of the ombudsman, which investigates public complaints over the way they 

have been treated by their council. 

Stunell said: ‘The Standards Board regime ended up fuelling petty complaints and 

malicious vendettas. Nearly every council had investigations hanging over them – 

most of which would be dismissed but not before reputations were damaged and 

taxpayer money was wasted.  

‘Frivolous allegations undermined local democracy and discouraged people from 

running for public office.’ 

Local Government Secretary Eric Pickles added: ‘Failure to register or declare an 

interest, or deliberately seeking to mislead the public about an interest, will become a 

criminal offence while a newly empowered Local Government Ombudsman will 

investigate incompetence on behalf local people." 

Public Finance recently revealed that thecost of abolishing Standards for England will 

be more than it saves because of the pensions liabilities it holds. 
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By virtue of paragraph(s) 7c of Part 1 of Schedule 12A

of the Local Government Act 1972.

Document is exempt
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